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The “Gold” Motif in the Book of Revelation
Mavis M. Leung

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this paper is to investigate thetfon of the motif of “gold” in
the book of Revelation. Special interest will liehiow this motif serves to redefine the
concept of wealth. This paper will first show thgthvalue of gold in Greco-Roman
upper classes by surveying relevant extra-biblibalature. Next it will provide an
overview of the golden objects or things in the bob Revelation. The rest of this
paper will concentrate on two contrasts in this koo which the twin notions of
“gold” and “wealth” are linked. The first contrastconcerned about the two churches
of Smyrna and Laodicea. The second contrast isecord about the two cities of
Babylon and the New Jerusalem. On the basis ofettegetical analysis, the
concluding section of this paper will point out famplications for Chinese churches
today.
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the gold worn on their feet by women, and we acaisgime the man who first conferred dignity on
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in vol. 1 of The Old Testament Pseudepigrapha (ed. James H. Charlesworth; New York: Doubleday,
1983), 370.
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27 J. Ramsey MichaelRRevelation (Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1997), 248 —+— 11y M2
X o FRHEREVY 3 AsAg RIS FPprRek Fems FHFrfeaFT Ly o

2 e, (BOREEERE (F) ) (24t : #E > 2007) - H 1819; OsborneRevelation, 755; Beale,

The Book of Revelation, 1079.
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2 Royalty, The Streets of Heaven, 227.

O g (BoR$EERE () ) 0 H 1818-

31 «But he will stand on the top of Mount Zion. Andaf will come and be made manifest to all people,
prepared and built, as you saw the mountain caowtdvithout hands.”4 Ezra 13:35-36) JLz2 305 |
H Bruce M. Metzger, “The Fourth Book of Ezra,” in Clesworth, vol. 1 ofThe Old Testament
Pseudepigrapha.

“Or do you think that this is the city...It is notishbuilding that is in your midst now; it is thahigh
will be revealed, with me, that was already pregaf®m the moment that | decided to create
Paradise...”2 Bar. 4:2-3). 35| A. F. J. Klijn, “2 Baruch,” in Charlesworth, vol.df The Old
Testament Pseudepigrapha.

2 Royalty, The Streets of Heaven, 74. Royalty#g i — 8548 &8 51 ({[H+ 55 {9 =+ /\ 6-16 &F
VU119 5 FT= 12) FESMEISTRBIF ( (Ek—F) +19) -
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a. “For Jerusalem will be built as his house for @és... The towers
of Jerusalem will be built with gold, and their thethents with

pure gold. The streets of Jerusalem will be paved wby and
with stones of Ophir.” ((ZLL{#) Tob. 13:16NRSV)

b.  “this [wal]ll is of pure gold...overlaid with gold.” { FrHBEEHLS
#) frg. 10, 1, 2, 6)>*

c. “...and all is of pure gold which [...].” (BB LS5 ) frg. 11,
4)

d. “...The timberwork of the framework will be of cedaverlaid
with pure gold; and its doors will be covered wahality gold.”
( (EE#%) 11Q19 XXVI, 10-11)

e. “...and they [the gateways] will be furnished witimjas of cedar
wood and overlaid with gold, and their doors wi#t bverlaid
with pure gold.” ((E2EeE:)  XLI, 15-17)
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3 OsborneRevelation, 745; AuneRevelation 17-22, 1153, 1163-1164.
3 (FEEE) By E|H Florentino G. Martinez and Eibert J. C. Tigcheld#e Dead Sea scrolls.
Sudy Edition (Leiden/New York/KoIn: E. J. Brill, 1997-1998).
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